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If you talk to Cynthia Stratton about hunting with a retrieving dog, the conversation tends to be 
your typical hunting talk. There is one significant difference, however. Most hunters talk about 
their Labs or Chesapeakes – Cindy talks about her Poodle. 
 
Two years ago Cindy was desperate to bring another canine into her life.  She had been five 
years without a dog and it was TIME!  She encouraged her husband to get involved with the 
selection of their next Labrador Retriever, this being her chosen breed.  As only a loving husband 
can do, procrastination became an art form.  Finally after months of evasion Cindy took a stand, 
"Speak now or forever hold your peace!  I am coming home TOMORROW with a puppy!!"  Her 
husband spoke, "Don't be mad ... I don't want a Lab."  He wanted a poodle!!!  Cindy, who's only 
experience with poodles was living next-door to two untrained, undisciplined small poodles who 
bark continuously,  responded with an almost yell, "I don't want no fluffy, yippy, yappy, prissy 
dawg!!"  Her husband said that a "Standard" was bigger and used to be hunting dogs.  Cindy, 
being extremely in love with her husband, began to investigate the Standard Poodle. Shortly 
thereafter she was chosen by a cream female standard poodle, "Princesa Carmella of Toulee"  
(Touley), and her opinions on poodles were changed forever.  
 
 

Poodle history 
The poodle was originally developed as a hunting dog. The dense, tightly curled fur was 
developed to be nearly waterproof, and they were used as a retrieving dog. This is where the 
"show" coat had its foundation.  Hunters used a much shorter version of the "foofy" clip.  The hair 
was left longer around the internal organs, joints of the legs and top of the head to protect against 
the effects of cold weather and cold water. The rest of the body was cut shorter for less drag in 
the water. Around the middle of the twentieth century the poodle fell out of favor for hunting, 
mainly due to the difficulty of removing twigs, stickers, and burrs from the coat.  
 






